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	STAFF REPORT
	


AGENDA NO:     9e  


MEETING DATE:  May 19, 2025 



	To:
	Honorable Mayor and City Council
	
	

	Date:
	May 19, 2025
	
	

	From:
	David Pucci, Fire Chief – (650) 558-7600
Patricia Koch, Fire Marshal – (650) 558-7600


	Subject:
	Adoption of an Ordinance Adopting Local Responsibility Area (LRA) Fire Hazard Severity Zones as Designated by the State Fire Marshal, Pursuant to Assembly Bill 211; CEQA Determination: Exempt Pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15378 and 15061(B)(3)



RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the proposed Ordinance adopting Local Responsibility Area (LRA) Fire Hazard Severity Zones, as designated by the State Fire Marshal. Staff recommends the following procedure:

A. By motion, adopt the proposed Ordinance.
B. Direct the City Clerk to publish a summary of the Ordinance within 15 days of adoption.
DISCUSSION

Following the 1991 Oakland Hills Fire, California established a process (via AB 337) for designating Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones in Local Responsibility Areas (LRAs), areas where local governments are responsible for wildfire response. While no such zones were identified in Burlingame in the last update (2008), recent legislation expanded requirements to also include Moderate and High Fire Hazard Severity Zones. 

On February 24, 2025, Burlingame and Central County Fire Department (CCFD) received updated LRA Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) maps from CAL FIRE's State Fire Marshal. These maps now classify parts of the city as Moderate, High, or Very High FHSZs based on updated scientific modeling that considers vegetation, topography, wind, and fire weather. These maps reflect hazard (the potential behavior of wildfire) rather than risk (actual threat, which accounts for mitigation efforts).

California law (Government Code 51179) requires the City to formally adopt the FHSZs via ordinance within 120 days of receiving. While the City can add and expand Very High FHSZs (with evidence), High FHSZs and/or Moderate FHSZs, they cannot downgrade zones designated by the State Fire Marshal. Once adopted, the changes are final and must be submitted to the Board of Forestry within 30 days.

Adopting the new zones triggers several regulations and codes (depending on the zone), including portions of the California Fire Code, defensible space requirements, construction materials and real estate disclosures. 

CAL FIRE and the California Department of Insurance clarify that these maps are for land-use and safety planning and are not intended to affect insurance rates or availability.

The City Council conducted a duly noticed public hearing and adopted the first reading of the proposed Ordinance and Policy at its regular meeting on May 5, 2025. No changes to the proposed Ordinance were requested; therefore, the Ordinance is presented to the City Council for second reading and adoption. The staff report from the May 5 meeting is attached for reference.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact associated with approval of this Ordinance.

Exhibits: 
· Proposed Ordinance
· Staff report from May 5 Meeting
· LRA Map for the City of Burlingame 
· Fire Hazard Severity Zones Methods
· Frequently Asked Questions About 2024 Fire Hazard Severity Zones
· Q&A – Insurance and CAL FIRE Fire Hazard Severity Zone Maps
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