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San Bruno
trash rates
to increase

By Zachary Clark
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF

After the Express Lanes project
broke ground in San Mateo
County last month, local officials
have all but determined a gover-
nance structure for the new tolling
facility coming to Highway 101.

A joint powers authority is one
vote away from becoming official
and that body will decide how toll
revenue — expected to be between
$10 million and $20 million — is
spent. It will also have the author-

ity to implement an equity pro-
gram offering discounts to low-
income motorists,  among other
responsibilities. 

The JPA board will have six
members,  including three mem-
bers from the City/County
Association of Governments and
three from the San Mateo County
Transportation Authority.  The
board members currently are
Redwood City Councilwoman
Alicia Aguirre, San Mateo Mayor
Diane Papan,  Belmont
Councilman Doug Kim,  county

Supervisor Don Horsley,
Burlingame Vice Mayor Emily
Beach and San Mateo
Councilwoman Maureen Freschet.

“People expected an odd number
of board members, but they wanted
to continue the spirit of collabora-
tion and make decisions based on
consensus,” said C/CAG executive
director Sandy Wong.

The JPA will serve as the owner
of the tolling facility while the
Bay Area Infrastructure Financing

Express lanes governance takes shape

AUSTIN WALSH/DAILY JOURNAL 
Members of the Burlingame community gathered to discuss ways to rejuvenate the city’s popular shopping
districts at a meeting April 17. 

By Zachary Clark
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF

A project consisting of various
upgrades to Belmont’s sports com-
plex, including the installation of
synthetic turf fields, is set to break
ground later this year after being

contemplated for more than a
decade. 

On Tuesday, April 23, the City
Council will host a study session
on the proposed project,  for which
construction is expected to begin

Belmont plans to upgrade
sports complex this year

By Austin Walsh
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF

Seeking to stem the rise of store-
front vacancies amidst a changing
retail landscape, merchants, land-
lords and residents brainstormed
methods to rejuvenate
Burlingame’s popular shopping
districts. 

During the Burlingame Talks
Shop seminar held Wednesday,
April 17, in the Masonic Lodge,
community members examined
opportunities to help Burlingame
Avenue and Broadway remain com-

petitive in the age of online shop-
ping. 

Loosened zoning regulations,
reimagined retail spaces, parking
constraints and new business
opportunities were among the ini-
tiatives which received the most
attention from the crowd of about
100 members of the business com-
munity. 

“We want to see what we can do
to attract new businesses and keep
the vibrancy in Burlingame,” said
Mayor Donna Colson, detailing
the task before a panel of commer-
cial real estate and business

experts hosted a conversation
regarding changes in the retail
industry.  

With more shoppers abandoning
brick-and-mortar stores in favor of
taking their business to the inter-
net, the transition is apparent in
Burlingame’s primary shopping
districts where empty storefronts
are sprouting up with greater fre-
quency. 

The most notable vacancies are
large spaces left by the exit of
national brands such as J. Crew and

Downtown Burlingame business woes weighed

By Austin Walsh
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF

San Bruno officials blessed a
garbage collection rate hike,
though the increased payments for
residents will be less than the
amount originally sought by
Recology. 

The San Bruno City Council
agreed during a Tuesday, April 16,
meeting to pursue a 4.4% rate
increase, which is less than the
5.3% rate hike proposed by the
city’s garbage and recycling
hauler. 

Though no
final decision
was made during
the study ses-
sion,  officials
favored estab-
lishing the
lower rate which
was recom-
mended by a
city consultant

hired to analyze the Recology pro-
posal. 

For his part,  Councilman Marty

Transportation officials deciding on joint powers authority to decide over traffic toll revenue

DAILY JOURNAL FILE PHOTO
Highway 101 in San Mateo will be part of the new Express Lanes project
— slated to be completed by 2022.

Officials favor hiking customer bills,
albeit less than desired by collector 

Marty Medina

Locals identify opportunities to stimulate city’s retail industry 
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MONDAY, APRIL 22
3D Printing. Belmont Library, 1110
Alameda de las Pulgas, Belmont. Sign
up for a two-hour block of 3D print-
ing. Visit smcl.org/3Dprinting to
make a reservation. 

Virtual Reality Experience. Belmont
Library, 1110 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Belmont. Ages 13 and up. Come to
the library to use our Oculus Rift and
experience virtual reality. This immer-
sive experience will allow you to play,
explore and learn in a new way.
Patrons can sign up  by calling 591-
8286 or
visiting tinyurl.com/BelmontLibraryE
vents.

Play of the Hand. San Mateo Senior
Center, 2645 Alameda de las Pulgas,
San Mateo. $135 for residents, $165
for non-residents. The second course
of the ACLB Bridge Series, designed
to help seniors advance their playing
abilities. Registration required. Call
522-7490 for more information. 

Jazz Appreciation Month
Celebration. 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
San Mateo County Pride Center, 1021
S. El Camino Real, San Mateo. Come
enjoy different kinds of jazz. Free. For
more information call 591-0133. 

Traveling Beyond Your Comfort
Zone. 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Burlingame Recreation Center, 850
Burlingame Ave., Burlingame. Learn
how to get started in adventure trav-
el. Free. For more information call
520-3541.

Using Essential Oils for
Aromatherapy. 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
San Mateo Public Library, 55 W. Third
Ave., San Mateo. Learn how to engage
with your sense of smell and use
essential oils in a safe and supportive
manner. Free. For more information
call 522-7818. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 23
The Art of Drawing. 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
San Carlos Adult Community Center,
601 Chestnut St., San Carlos. Learn
basic drawing skills. 

Memoir Class. 1 p.m. until 2:30 p.m.
Menlo Park Little House, 800 Middle
Ave., Menlo Park. $10 for assistance
offered writing life memoirs. For more
information, call 326-0723. 

Men’s Group. 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. San
Mateo Pride Center, 1021 S. El Camino
Real, San Mateo. Monthly group of
men in the community meeting to
share support and experiences. All
are welcome. For more information
call 591-0133.

Adult DIY Club: Poetry On-The-Go.
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Belmont Library, 1110
Alameda de las Pulgas, Belmont.
Create magnetic poetry tins. Free.
Registration required. For more infor-
mation call 591-8286. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24
Computer Coach. 10:30 a.m. to
noon. Belmont Library, 1110 Alameda
de las Pulgas, Belmont. Drop into a
relaxed computer tutoring session. 

Who Was Jesus, Really? A Good
Man? Or Something Else. 6:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. Bethany Lutheran
Church, 1095 Cloud Ave., Menlo Park.
Share your thoughts on the identity
of Jesus. Free. For more information
call 854-5897. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 25
Foster City 55+ Club. 11 a.m. to
noon. Foster City Recreation Center,
650 Shell Blvd., Foster City. Seniors.
For more information call 286-2585.

Virtual Reality Experience. Belmont
Library, 1110 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Belmont. Ages 13 and up. Come to
the library to use our Oculus Rift and
experience virtual reality. This immer-
sive experience will allow you to play,
explore and learn in a new way. For
more information call 591-8286 or
v i s i t
tinyurl.com/BelmontLibraryEvents.

ESL Conversation Club. 10:30 a.m. to
noon. Belmont Library, 1110 Alameda
de las Pulgas, Belmont. Come practice
speaking and listening in English.
Improve your grammar, vocabulary
and pronunciation while meeting
people from all over the world. Light
refreshments and snacks will be
served. For more information call
591-8286.

Sink that Ship. 3 p.m. Grand Avenue
Branch Library, 306 Walnut Ave.,
South San Francisco. Exploring con-
cepts of buoyancy, weight distribu-
tion and density through hands-on
experimenting. All ages welcome. For
more information call 877-8530.

Peninsula Sports Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony. 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. San Mateo County History
Museum, 2200 Broadway, Redwood
City. $35 in advance, $40 at the door.
For more information call 299-0104. 

Community Meetings: Private
Sewer Lateral Ordinance
Feedback. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Senior
Center, 2645 Alameda de las Pulgas,
San Mateo. Free. For more informa-
tion call 522-7334. 

Estate Planning for the Single
Person. 6 p.m. South San Francisco
Main Library, 840 W. Orange Ave.,
South San Francisco. Presented by
Patricia De Fonte, estate planning
attorney. For more information call
829-3860.

Divesting from Fossil Fuels and
Investing for Your Future. 6:30 p.m.
to 8 p.m. San Mateo Public Library, 55
W. Third Ave., San Mateo. Learn how
to stop supporting the fossil fuel
industry with your banking and
investments. Free. For more informa-
tion call 522-7818. 

‘The Odd Couple.’ 7 p.m. San Mateo
Performing Arts Center, 600 N.
Delaware St. San Mateo. San Mateo
High School Drama presents The Odd
Couple, by Neil Simon. This adapta-
tion switches the gender of each role.
Cost is $15. For more information call
558-2375.

FRIDAY, APRIL 26 
Paws for Purple Hearts, Warriors
Helping Warriors. 7:30 a.m. to 8:30
a.m. San Mateo Sunshine Rotary, 6650
Golf Course Drive, Burlingame. For
more information call 787-5595.

Senior Showcase Information Fair.
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Twin Pines Senior
Center, 20 Twin Pines Lane, Belmont.
Free. For more information call 344-
5200. 

3D Printing. 10 a.m. to noon.
Belmont Library, 1110 Alameda de las
Pulgas, Belmont. Sign up for a two-
hour block of 3D printing. Visit
smcl.org/3Dprinting to make a reser-
vation. For more information call 591-
8286. 

Coloring and Coffee for Adults. 10
a.m. to noon. Belmont Library, 1110
Alameda de las Pulgas, Belmont.
Relax for some art and refreshments.
Supplies will be provided but feel free
to bring your own. For more informa-
tion call 591-8286. 

Caminar and Family and Children
Services Circle of Support
Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club
Inc., 2900 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park.
Guest speaker David Sheff. Free. For
more information call 513-1509. 

Tween Night: Animal Style. 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. San Mateo Public Library, 55 W.
3rd Ave., San Mateo. A fun night of
crafts, games and pizza. Free.
Registration required. For more infor-
mation call 522-7818. 

The Odd Couple. 7 p.m. San Mateo
Performing Arts Center, 600 N.
Delaware St. San Mateo. San Mateo
High School Drama presents The Odd
Couple, by Neil Simon. This adapta-
tion switches the gender of each role.
Cost is $15. For more information call
558-2375.

Fun After 50 Dance. 7:30 p.m. to 10
p.m. Veteran’s Memorial Senior
Center, 1455 Madison Ave., Redwood
City. Enjoy ballroom dancing to won-
derful music. Cost is free to $7. For
more information call 380-2672. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 27
Spruce Up Your Garden With
Rhododendrons. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Los
Altos Masonic Lodge, 146 Main St.,
Los Altos. This event is put on by the
American Rhododendron Society.
Free for all ages. For more informa-
tion call (408) 920-0884.

Poetry Walk Celebration. 10 a.m. to
11 a.m. Belmont Library, 1110
Alameda de las Puglas, Belmont. Join
us for the unveiling of the Belameda
Park’s Poetry Walk and listen to local
poet laureates share poems. Free. For
more information call 591-8286. 

“Get Ready!” Emergency
Preparedness Class. 10 a.m. to noon.
San Mateo Senior Center, 2645
Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo.
Learn the basic tips and hints for
preparing for an emergency. Free. To
register or for more information call
522-7490.

Coping with Dementia for
Caregivers. 10 a.m. to noon. Senior
Center, 2645 Alameda de las Pulgas,
San Mateo. Registration required. For
more information call 522-7490. 

Community Meetings-Private
Sewer Lateral Ordinance
Feedback. 10 a.m. to noon. Senior
Center, 2645 Alameda de las Pulgas,
San Mateo. Free. For more informa-
tion call 522-7334. 

San Mateo Arboretum Society. 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. 250 Baldwin Ave., apart-
ment 310, San Mateo. Succulents,
Stone painting, Propagation. Free
Face Painting for kids 4-10 years old.
International Bake Sale by Volunteers
of SMAS. Master Gardeners available
for plant advice. For more informa-
tion call 267-3541.

B elmont Library's B ig 13th
Birthday Book Sale. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Belmont Library, 1110 Alameda de las
Pulgas, Belmont. Free. For more infor-
mation call 591-8154. 

Calendar

on or before Dec. 1 of this year and
wrap up in May 2020.

The council has reaffirmed the proj-
ect as a top priority and its benefits
include an increase in playable hours
by 30 percent,  a decrease in water
costs by $50,000 per year and
improved safety, according to a staff
report.

The plan is to install synthetic turf
with cork infill on 179,240 square feet
of playing area to create two soccer
fields adhering to U12 and U19 dimen-
sions,  a baseball field with a dirt
pitching mound, and there will be field
striping to include additional fields
and lacrosse, according to the report.  

The project also entails accessibili-

ty upgrades to the dugouts, bleachers
and one water fountain; the relocation
of the scoreboard to improve visibili-
ty from the bleachers and the installa-
tion of one additional light pole as
well as upgrades to the existing light
poles to make them more energy effi-
cient, according to the report.  All sub-
surface drainage will be replaced, net-
ting will be added to existing fencing
and a 4-foot perimeter fence will be
installed to separate the asphalt bike
and pedestrian path from the playing
field.

The latest cost estimate for the
above work totals $4,424,250, which
includes 5% contingencies for bid and
construction.  That number is well
above the previous cost estimates
from 2014 and 2018, and there will be
additional costs associated with the
“unique environmental requirements of
a project on this site,” according to
the report.  Those additional cost esti-

mates are currently being determined
and they’ll cover other necessary serv-
ices such as geographical engineering
and soil report updating, according to
the report.  

“Significant” development fees are
expected to come online in fiscal year
2020 and beyond that can help fund
the project but,  according to the
report,  additional funds would be need-
ed if the project were to be completed
on the aforementioned timeline. Staff
is still exploring funding options and
discussion on the topic is also sched-
uled for the council’s May 14 meeting,
but another option is to postpone the
project again until sufficient funds are
secured and explore potential state
funding to supplement revenue from
development fees.

Multiple design alternatives have
been discussed and considered for years
but the project never moved forward in
the past due to lack of funding. 

Continued from page 1

SPORTS

Anthropologie, which departed recent-
ly from the high-end shopping desti-
nation along Burlingame Avenue. 

While the lingering unoccupied
locations fuel concerns among some
that a retail store apocalypse is immi-
nent,  local commercial real estate
experts maintained a more measured
view. 

Julie Taylor,  a retail broker with
Colliers International,  said the
notable companies which historically
would lease the entirety of a large
storefront are often no longer seeking
assets with such high overhead. 

So rather than focus on one retailer,
Taylor, who is shopping the J. Crew
site to interested tenants, said she piv-
oted to find two, smaller companies
which would share the space.  

Such partnerships are growing in
popularity as retailers limit store-
fronts and narrow their emphasis to a
tailored customer experience in
exchange for the antiquated one-stop-
shop approach. 

“There is a real massive shift in who
wants what type of space,” Taylor
said. 

Also rising in popularity to fill
empty storefronts are co-working
spaces such as the sorts arranged by
WeWork or other competitors accom-
modating small companies or entre-
preneurs looking for professional
office space without the burden of
leasing a building or floor.  

Amy Feldman,  program director
with the All Good Work Foundation,
said co-working arrangements have
paid dividends also by populating
empty storefronts and maximizing the
space’s usefulness for a wider swath of

the local economy. 
Finally,  co-working spaces offer the

added benefit of drawing lots of new
people to central destinations,  said
Feldman, who noted the employees
would likely patronize surrounding
merchants,  eateries and shops. 

Taylor noted another increasingly
effective means of attracting shoppers
downtown are popular fitness clubs,
similar to the Barry’s Bootcamp high-
intensity training outlet which
opened recently on Howard Avenue. 

Club clientele are desirable shoppers
to occupy downtown because they are
often dedicated, able to afford pricey
memberships,  image conscious and
inclined to spend time cooling down
after a workout by window shopping or
grabbing a drink and bite to eat nearby. 

“If it’s the right opportunity, it’s a
fantastic amenity,” said Taylor, of the
fitness club presence. 

Recognizing the industry’s rapid
growth,  city officials recently dis-
cussed allowing the exercise clubs to
open up shop along Burlingame
Avenue, where they are currently barred
from operating. 

While no formal direction was
offered, more generally the concept of
loosened zoning and development reg-
ulations around commercial corridors

and shopping districts was identified as
a key opportunity for stimulating the
local economy. 

Commercial real estate developer
Ryan Guibara pushed hard for officials
to cut the red tape which can be a cost-
ly hurdle for businesses to overcome
when considering their future in
Burlingame — a sentiment received
with applause from the crowd. 

And while much of the two-hour dis-
cussion was reserved for ideas to stimu-
late the local economy, some time was
kept for the identifying the potential
pratfalls associated with drawing more
businesses and shoppers to
Burlingame. 

Most common among the criticisms
of the downtown shopping environ-
ment currently is a lack of available
parking, and some merchants feared
attracting certain shoppers, such as
those patronizing fitness clubs, would
only compound the issue. 

Merchants recognized the lack of
parking as well as high rents as some
of the most significant obstacles they
have encountered,  while residents
meanwhile desired a new entertainment
and nightlife venue. 

To that end, the request for business-
es specializing in offering a unique
experience that can be shared among
friends and family aligns with another
rising trend among successful retailers. 

Restaurateur John Scarcella,  who
operates both Centro Pizza and Sapore
in Burlingame, partially attributed his
success to the high touch offered to
diners at his eateries while suggesting
such an experience is essential to the
sustainability of retailers and inde-
pendent business amidst a changing
marketplace. 

Scarcella urged business owners to
give shoppers more than just an
opportunity to make a purchase
because he said “if it’s only about buy-
ing, they can do that online.”

Continued from page 1
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