






The Blum Family 
705 Vernon Way 

Burlingame, CA 94010 
 
 

August 2, 2019 
 
 
City of Burlingame – City Council 
501 Primrose Road 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
 
RE:  25 Arundel Road Appeal 
 
 
Dear Burlingame City Council Members: 
 
This letter is to express our support of Carrie and Channing Chen’s appeal to the 
decision made by the Burlingame Planning Commission on May 28, 2019 to not allow 
the change in materials for their lap siding from wood to a J. Hardie type fiber cement 
material. 
 
Our house is in the adjacent neighborhood of Oak Grove Manor, approximately six 
blocks away from Carrie and Channing’s home in the Lyon Hoag neighborhood.   We 
are completing a remodel to add a new addition to our home and went through the 
design/planning approval process in which our initial permit application was approved in 
May 2018.     
 
During construction, we began to consider some changes to the exterior of our home, 
including materials. Our original plans called for stucco on the new addition, matching 
the existing exterior of the house. This said, we wanted to change approximately two-
thirds of the house to have J Hardie siding.     
 
When considering this change in material, we researched various options, and 
ultimately chose the J. Hardie siding for many reasons including: 
 

• Durability:  J. Hardie lap siding made of fiber cement is specifically designed as a 
long-lasting product that can withstand the harsh elements of rain, sun and 
insects. We used to live in an old Victorian in San Francisco with wood siding 
and repeatedly had to deal with termite issues. With the J. Hardie product, we 
can have the peace of mind that our siding will be pest-free. 
 

• Eco-Friendly:   J. Hardie lap siding is an environmentally conscious choice as 
virgin trees are not sacrificed in the production of this product. 
 
 



• Fire-Retardant:  J. Hardie lap siding is a safe product in areas such as Northern 
California that are at risk for wildfires as the product is made of non-flammable 
material. 
 

• Aesthetics:  We believe that our remodeled home looks just as beautiful and 
traditional with the J. Hardie siding as it would with wood. We continue to get 
compliments on our house as folks walk by on their way to Washington Park. 
 

We submitted our request to the Planning Commission for this change in material in 
December 2018 and our request was approved at the January 15, 2019 meeting.  
 
We are very happy with the installation of the J. Hardie siding on our home. This said, 
we find it inconsistent that the Planning Commission did not approve the Chen’s similar 
request to change the material of the exterior of their home from wood lap siding to J. 
Hardie lap siding, as their request was only six months after ours was approved.    
 
As a result of the reasons we have listed in this letter, we disagree with the rationale 
given to the Chen’s for the planning commission’s decision that J. Hardie siding is not “a 
material that works in Burlingame” and “looks cheap.” We are in full support of the 
Chen’s appeal of that decision and urge you to consider their appeal request.  
 
Thank you very much for your consideration of this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Hillary and Peter Blum 
 
 





Address City Zip Corner Caps? Wide or Narrow? Contrasting Color? House / Corner Cap Colors

10 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 No

108 Burlingame Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

114 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 No

115 Dwight Road Burlingame 94010 No

118 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 No

12 Dwight Road Burlingame 94010 No

122 Dwight Road Burlingame 94010 No

125 Clarendon Road Burlingame 94010 No

126 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

129 Clarendon Road Burlingame 94010 No

133 Bancroft Road Burlingame 94010 No

137 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 No

204 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

208 Dwight Road Burlingame 94010 No

21 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 No

210 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 No

213 Bancroft Road Burlingame 94010 No

217 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 No

220 Channing Road Burlingame 94010 No

221 Channing Road Burlingame 94010 No

229 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 No

233 Dwight Road Burlingame 94010 No

236 Anita Road Burlingame 94010 No

28 Clarendon Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

310 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

315 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

404 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

409 Burlingame Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

409 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

412 Burlingame Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

412 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

413 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

511 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

705 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

705 Burlingame Ave Burlingame 94010 No

711 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

715 Burlingame Ave Burlingame 94010 No

716 Burlingame Ave Burlingame 94010 No

8 Channing Road Burlingame 94010 No

804 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

809 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

811 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

821 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 No

101 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Tan all

103 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Tan All

105 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Tan all 

109 Clarendon Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Moss green all

114 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No White all

121 Bancroft Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Green all

133 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Grey all

134 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Grey All

136 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Grey all

138 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Grey all

17 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Tan All



Address City Zip Corner Caps? Wide or Narrow? Contrasting Color? House / Corner Cap Colors

219 Burlingame Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Lt Grey All 

223 Anita Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Green all

225 Anita Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Green all

228 Channing Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Beige all

236 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Tan all

324 Burlingame Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Moss green all

33 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Tan all

33 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Grey all

34 Anita Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Moss green all

401 Bayswater Ave. Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Moss green all

408 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Grey all

508 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Yellow All

515 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Moss green all

615 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No
Moss green all / Mix of lap siding & 

shingle

712 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Tan all

713 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Tan All

801 Burlingame Ave Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow No Grey All

109 Bancroft Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow Yes Green House / White CC

209 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow Yes Green House / White CC

237 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow Yes Yellow House / White CC

33 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow Yes Tan house / White CC

515 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow Yes Lt Grey House / Dk Grey CC

125 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow Yes & No Some tan all / some White CC in back

704 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Narrow & Wide No White all

10 Bancroft Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Cream all

100 Anita Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Grey All / Apt Building

105 Clarendon Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Beige all

108 Channing Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No White all

109 Dwight Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Peach all

112 Clarendon Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No White all

116 Anita Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Tan all / 2nd story only

12 Clarendon Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Tan All

128 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Grey All

13 Bancroft Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Brown all

14 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Blue all

15 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Grey All

15 Dwight Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Beige all

19 Dwight Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Beige all

201 Bloomfield Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No White all

212 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No White all

216 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Beige all

221 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Red all

225 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Tan all

228 Bancroft Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Dark tan all

23 Dwight Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Beige all

241 Stanley Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Moss green all

25 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No White all

28 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Blue All 

306 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Yellow All

313 Bayswater Ave. Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Beige all

501 Burlingame Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Moss green all

6 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Light Grey all

608 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Grey All

620 Peninsula Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Grey All / Apt Building



Address City Zip Corner Caps? Wide or Narrow? Contrasting Color? House / Corner Cap Colors

708 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Navy All

716 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Tan all

716 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Grey All

808 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide No Tan all

109 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Yellow House / White CC

12 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Tan house / White CC

120 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Blue House / White CC

124 Dwight Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes White house / Red CC

126 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Tan house / Cream CC

130 Channing Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Beige House / White CC

133 Bloomfield Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Lt. Green House / Cream CC

138 Clarendon Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Beige House / White CC

14 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Lt Brown House/Dk Brwn CC

14 Bancroft Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Tan house / Cream CC

201 Anita Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Green House / Cream CC 

208 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Brown House / Cream CC

21 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Tan House / Dk Brown CC

21 Clarendon Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Tan House / White CC

210 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Rust house / Tan CC

213 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Grey House / Cream CC

232 Bancroft Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Tan House / White CC 

24 Anita Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Grey House / White CC

28 Channing Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Grey House / White CC 

30 Anita Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Cream House / Green CC

305 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Lt Green House/ Dk Green CC

308 Bayswater Ave. Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Lt Blue House / White CC

315 Burlingame Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Beige House / White CC

316 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Lt Green House/ Dk Green CC

32 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Lt Brown House / Moss Grn CC

33 Channing Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Grey House / Blue CC

33 Clarendon Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Grey house / White CC

36 Arundel Road Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Lt Blue House / Dk Blue CC

404 Peninsula Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Grey house / White CC

408 Peninsula Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Beige House / Blue CC

411 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Beige House / White CC

518 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Beige House / White CC

604 Bayswater Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Tan House / White CC 

605 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Tan house / White CC

609 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Tan house / White CC

709 Howard Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide Yes Tan House / White CC

16 Clarendon Avenue Burlingame 94010 Yes Wide & Narrow Yes Tan House / Brown CC
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