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City of Burlingame

Meeting Minutes

Planning Commission

7:00 PM Council ChambersTuesday, October 15, 2019

b. 1325 Balboa Avenue, zoned R-1 - Application for Design Review for a new, two-story 

single family dwelling and detached garage. (Jesse Geurse, Geurse Conceptual 

Designs, Inc., applicant and designer; 1325 Balboa, LLC, property owner)(88 noticed) 

Staff Contact: Fahteen Khan

1325 Balboa Ave - Staff Report

1325 Balboa Ave - Attachments

1325 Balboa Ave - Plans

Attachments:

All Commissioners had visited the property. There were no ex-parte communications to report.

Senior Planner Lewit provided an overview of the staff report.

There were no questions of staff:

Chair Comaroto opened the public hearing.

Jesse Guerse, Guerse Conceptual Designs, represented the applicant.

Commission Questions/Comments:

> Why 9-feet on the second floor? (8 feet on the right side, 9 feet on the residence.)

> Any consideration of retaining the architectural style of the existing house? (Owner wanted something 

different, farm house style. Also designed to be harmonious with the neighboring house to the left.)

> Consider more narrow width for battens? 24-inch looks like battens over plywood. 16-inch can work. 

(Can consider it.)

> Which are the protected trees being removed? (Trees in the back are in poor condition.)

> Tree in front also being removed? (Yes.)

Public Comments:

Chair Comaroto closed the public hearing.

Commission Discussion:

> Will work in harmony with neighboring house.

> Unfortunate to lose the exsiting house, but the replacement has a similar charm and scale. Works 

with others on the block.

> Helps with the streetscape on that side of the street. 

Motion for Consent Calendar. Tse, Terrones. 

Discussion:

> Should indicate a shade or tone for the color of the roof. 
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> Does not see it fitting into the neighborhood. Not sure if it's the width of the battens.

> Feels very vertical. Not sure it fits into the neighborhood. 

> Would have like to have honored the design of the existing house in the new house. 

> Design guidelines encourage fitting into the neighborhood. This is an existing eclectic neighborhood 

with a mix of one, 1 1/2 and two story houses. 

> Commission has encouraged applicants to not propose "cookie-cutter" designs. This is an urban 

interpretation of a farm house. 

> House is nicely designed, massing is nice. Materials.

> OK with farm house style. Hard to design, tends to accentuate the vertical. Left side front gable 

pushed out and taller makes it feel taller. Would hope the applicant would look at that again.

Commissioner Tse made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Terrones, to approve Discussion 

Item  . Mayor Brownrigg asked for a roll call vote, and the motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Sargent, Kelly, Comaroto, Terrones, and Tse5 - 

Absent: Gaul, and Loftis2 - 
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