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7:00 PM Council ChambersMonday, January 13, 2020

a. 110 Loma Vista Drive, zoned R-1 - Application for Design Review and Special Permit for 

an attached garage for a new, two-story single family dwelling and attached garage. This 

project is Categorically Exempt from review pursuant to the California Environmental 

Quality Action (CEQA), Section 15303(a) of the CEQA Guidelines (Victor Song, 

applicant and properyt owner; Denny Han, architect) (58 noticed) Staff Contact: Erika 

Lewit) This project is Categorically Exempt from review pursuant to the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), per Section 15303(a) of the CEQA Guidelines.  

(Victor Song, applicant and property owner; Denny Han, architect) (58 noticed) Staff 

Contact: Erika Lewit

110 Loma Vista Dr - Staff Report

110 Loma Vista Dr - Attachments

110 Loma Vista Dr - Plans

Attachments:

All Commissioners had visited the project site. There were no ex-parte communications to report.

Community Development Director Gardiner provided an overview of the staff report. There were no 

questions of staff.

Chair Comaroto opened the public hearing.

Denny Han represented the applicant, with property owner Victor Song.

Commission Questions/Comments:

> How big is the roof deck on the back approximately? (Han: It is the same as shown before.)(Keylon: 

Believes it is around 150 square feet.)

> Why is the plate height on the first floor 10 feet? (Han: Wanted it to feel spacious. It is the living room 

with no floor above it. The living room is not very big for this house, so by adding a bit more height it is 

intended to feel more spacious.) 

> Was a cathedral ceiling considered for the living room? This would allow an increase in the ceiling 

volume without having such a high plate height. (Han: Close to maximizing the FAR and that would count 

towards the FAR.)

> This is a neighborhood of single story homes, with 8-foot plate heights. From the front the massing 

has improved and it looks to fit better in the neighborhood, but concerned with the right side elevation, 

looks flat and tall. 

> Had skylights or a clerestory window been considered above the stairs? Could benefit from additional 

daylight.

> How tall is the front door and side lites? (Han: 8 foot door.) Is the head height also at 8 feet? (Han: 

Yes.) All the proportions are taller to try to make this design look graceful and proportionate within itself, 

which it generally does, but when you put it in that neighborhood of other houses that don't have those tall 

plate heights, suddenly this house looks very tall.

> The garage doors are tall, and there is a tall forehead. Is there a reason the roof could not be brought 
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down over the garage and porch? (Han: Concerned it will make the upper half look taller.) Could revisit the 

proportions so it fits in better with the neighborhood. 

> Concern with privacy to the neighbors from the roof deck. (Han: The roof deck is over the dining room, 

so if the deck was reduced in size the room below would also need to be reduced.)

Public Comments:

> There were no public comments.

Chair Comaroto closed the public hearing.

Commission Discussion/Direction:

> There have been great changes and it is moving in the right direction, but it needs more work. Relook 

at the first floor plate height, the suggestion to lower the garage plate height would lower the second floor 

and it would look better.

> The right hand second floor mass looks big and tall. 

> The living room could have a scissor truss to keep it below 12 feet so it is not counted towards FAR.

> Could move the rail on the deck in to reduce the size of the deck but not encumber the space below.

> Neighborhood is predominantly single story. Needs to be careful with the scale. Needs to be sensitive 

to the scale of the neighborhood, the plate heights seem to tall for the surroundings.

> The deck does not need to fill the entire space of the built area below.

> The applicant shoulod revisit these items.

Commissioner Terrones made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Loftis, to continue the item. 

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Sargent, Comaroto, Terrones, Tse, Gaul, and Loftis6 - 
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