AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 6, 2026
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 16, 2026

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2025—26 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1821

Introduced by Assembly Member Pacheco

February 11, 2026

An act to amend-Seetions—7922:5306-and Section 7922.535 of the
Government Code, relating to public records.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1821, asamended, Pacheco. California Public RecordsAct:fees
and agency response time.

Existing law, the California Public Records Act, requires each state
or local agency, upon arequest for a copy of records that reasonably
describes an identifiable record or records, to make the records promptly
available to any person upon payment of fees covering direct costs of
duplication, or astatutory feeif applicable, except with respect to public
records exempt from disclosure by express provisions of law.
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Existing law requires each agency, within 10 days of arequest for a
copy of records, to determine whether the request seeks copies of
disclosable public records in possession of the agency and to promptly
notify the person of the determination and the reasonstherefor. Existing
law authorizes that time limit to be extended by no more than 14 days
under unusual circumstances, as defined.

Thisbill would instead require each agency to determine whether the
request seeks copies of disclosable public records in possession of the
agency and to promptly notify the person as described above within 10
business days of arequest for acopy of records. The bill would instead
authorize the time period for each agency to respond to be extended by
no more than 14 business days.

The California Constitution requires local agencies, for the purpose
of ensuring public access to the meetings of public bodies and the
writings of public officials and agencies, to comply with a statutory
enactment that amends or enactslawsrelating to public records or open
meetings and contai ns findings demonstrating that the enactment furthers
the constitutional requirements relating to this purpose.

This bill would make legidative findings to that effect.

Existing constitutional provisions requirethat a statute that limitsthe
right of accessto the meetings of public bodiesor thewritings of public
officials and agencies be adopted with findings demonstrating the
interest protected by the limitation and the need for protecting that
interest.

This bill would make legidative findings to that effect.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

O~NO O WNE
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SEC2

SECTION 1. Section 7922.535 of the Government Code is
amended to read:

7922.535. (a) Each agency, upon a request for a copy of
records, shall, within 10 business days from receipt of the request,
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determine whether the request, in whole or in part, seeks copies
of disclosable public records in the possession of the agency and
shall promptly notify the person making the request of the
determination and the reasons therefor. If the agency determines
that the request seeks disclosable public records, the agency shall
also state the estimated date and time when the records will be
made available.

(b) Inunusua circumstances, the time limit prescribed in this
article and Article 1 (commencing with Section 7922.500) may
be extended by written notice from the head of the agency or a
designeeto the person making the request, setting forth the reasons
for the extension and the date on which adetermination is expected
to be dispatched. The notice shall not specify a date that would
result in an extension for more than 14 business days.

() Asusedinthissection, “unusual circumstances’ meansthe
following, but only to the extent reasonably necessary to the proper
processing of the particular request:

(1) The need to search for and collect the requested records
from field facilities or other establishments that are separate from
the office processing the request.

(2) The need to search for, collect, and appropriately examine
a voluminous amount of separate and distinct records that are
demanded in asingle request.

(3) The need for consultation, which shall be conducted with
al practicable speed, with another agency having substantial
interest in the determination of the request or among two or more
components of the agency having substantial subject matter interest
therein.

(4) The need to compile data, to write programming language
or acomputer program, or to construct acomputer report to extract
data.

(5) The inability of the agency, because of a cyberattack, to
access its electronic servers or systemsin order to search for and
obtain arecord that the agency believesis responsive to arequest
and ismaintained on the servers or systemsin an el ectronic format.

(A) Thisparagraph does not relieve the agency of itsobligation
to comply with subdivision (a) when the requested record is
maintained in a location other than on the electronic server or
system affected by the cyberattack, or maintained in anonelectronic
format.
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(B) This paragraph applies only until the agency regains its
ability to access its electronic servers or systems and search for
and obtain electronic records that may be responsive to arequest.

(6) The need to search for, collect, and appropriately examine
records during a state of emergency proclaimed by the Governor
in the jurisdiction where the agency is located when the state of
emergency currently and directly affects, due to the state of
emergency, the agency’s ability to timely respond to requests due
to staffing shortages or closure of facilities where the requested
records are located.

(A) This paragraph shall not apply to a request for records
created during and related to the state of emergency proclaimed
by the Governor.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, “ state of emergency” means
a state of emergency proclaimed pursuant to Section 8625 of the
CaliforniaEmergency ServicesAct (Chapter 7 (commencing with
Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2).

SEC3:

SEC. 2. The Legidature finds and declares that Section 1-ef
and-Seetion-2 of this act, which amends Section 7922.535 of the
Government Code,—further, furthers, within the meaning of
paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article | of the
California Constitution, the purposes of that constitutional section
as it relates to the right of public access to the meetings of local
public bodies or the writings of local public officials and local
agencies. Pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section
3of Articlel of the California Constitution, the L egislature makes
the following findings:

Thisact balances the right of the public to access public records

in a tlmely manner whlle—pmvrdmg—ptﬂﬁagener&s—preper

acknovvl edgl ng that state and Iocal agenmes prow dea varlety of
public services and may need additional time to properly respond
to requests.

SECH-

SEC. 3. The Legidature finds and declares that Section 1-ef
ang-Seetton-2 of this act, which amends Section 7922.535 of the
Government Code,~+mpese imposes a limitation on the public's
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right of access to the meetings of public bodies or the writings of
public officials and agencies within the meaning of Section 3 of
Article | of the Cadlifornia Constitution. Pursuant to that
constitutional provision, the Legislature makes the following
findings to demonstrate the interest protected by this limitation
and the need for protecting that interest:

This act balances the right of the public to access public records

in a tlmely manner whlle—pFevrelmg—pubHc—agener&s—preper

acknowl edgl ng that state and Iocal agenC|es prOV| ide a varlety of
public services and may need additional time to properly respond
to requests.
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