S
E STAFF REPORT

To: Parks and Recreation Commission
Date: March 19, 2026
From: Margaret Glomstad, Parks and Recreation Director

Subject: Approval of Two Didactic Panels, One for the Bayfront and One for the
Greyhound Depot

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Commission approve the two didactic panels, one for the Bayfront and one
for the Greyhound Depot.

BACKGROUND

Over the past few years, the Burlingame Historical Society has created 6 didactic panels to
continue educating residents and visitors about Burlingame’s history, outside the confines of the
Station museum. The topics have been Washington Park and Polo Grounds history, Baseball
history in Washington Park, Ansel M. Easton’s battery-operated trolley up Hillside Drive, the Old
City Hall Cupola in Parking Lot J, and 990 Burlingame Avenue (aka Burlingame Lions Hall)
(Exhibit A).

The panels have become very popular additions to the streetscape, helping people learn some
quick history 'on the go’.

DISCUSSION

The proposed panels tell the stories of the locations with backgrounds that are not widely known.
The first is about the Bayfront area of Burlingame, which has been home to many early
developments, including recreational ones, and has its own story related to the creation of Anza

Park. The Bayfront is also an area most likely to change over the next few decades (Exhibit B).

The second is Howard Park, established in 1912, which is home to the former Greyhound Depot
and has an interesting history that few are aware of (Exhibit C).

All the panels will be installed on City-owned land. General locations are shown in Exhibit D.



Two Didactic Panels, One for the Bayfront and One for the Greyhound Depot March 19, 2026

FISCAL IMPACT

In April, the Historical Society will apply for the City’s annual Community Grant funding to help
cover the production costs for the panels and stands; design has been handled in-house.

The Historical Society has requested the assistance of the Parks staff to install the panels. The
estimated cost for staff time and materials is $500 per panel.

EXHIBITS

A. Installed Didactic Panels

B. Draft Didactic Panel for the Bayfront

C. Draft Didactic Panel for the Greyhound Depot
D. Sample Locations



Exhibit A
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& From Cegarne to Crafts - The Evolution of Wasliington Park :

For over twenty years, Burlingame’s
Recreational classes operated from
a 17-room mansion (in vicinity of
todays Rose Garden); it was the
former home of horse breeder
‘William Corbitt’s daughter,

Nellie, and her husband,

merchant Frederick 5. Moody.

The 7-acre property
included orchards, a
carriage house, tennis
court and guest cottage.

By 1904 the estate
(including the adjoining
parcel of Nellie’s sister
Minnie Corbitt
MacMonagle) was
purchased by prominent
SF cigar merchant Moses
A. Gunst (shown at left).

Moses Gunst: Courtesy of the Jewish Museum of the American West.
Al other images: Burlingame Historical Seciety Collection.

CPanel funded by Bill Walsh, Fred & JodAnn Hawley
Burlingame High School Class of 1962
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In 1940, Gunst’s widow Ophelia sold
the estate to the City. Peninsula
Children’s Theatre held productions
in the carriage house during the 1940s,
today home to the Burlingame Historical
Society. By the mid-1960s most remaining
structures had been demolished. The original
Gaston Rognier-designed pillars still mark the
estate’s original entrance on Burlingame Avenue,




Baseball. and Waskington Park Feeldd

~ Community baseball has been.played. in.
. Burlingame since the first sandlot team formed.
on an empty. parcel at. Anita.Road and.
Peninsula Avenue, in April 1911. A year later,

e Burlingame Athletic. Club.played its first.
ne-on the new-Carolan Field

Bicycle-Baschall. popularfundrai
of-the-Burlingame.Fire.Department.from.
the-19405-1960s,-with-home.games.played.
at-Washington. Park.Field..Ricci’s. Sports.
Shop.on.Burlingame.Avenue.created.a.
variety-of trick-bikes on-which-players-had.
fo.stayperched.but.often.didn't-know.the.
“trick, "resultinginbilari -

field (known as Washington Park Field by-
1932). Burlingame architect Ernest.L.
Norberg designed the first wooden stands that
over time-evolved into the covered grandstand-
we know today. In the early 1970s.and again-
in.the 1990s, the structure was completely-

Burl Searly fy-baseballin19127 refurbished.. As-many-stands are replaced with.

Photas-ahovr.anidat right Brlingame-Eistoricab Soiety metal construction, Burlingame’s- wooden-
grandstand is one of justa-handful still in.

Panel funded by City-of Burlingame Community. Granty existence in-California..

to.the Burlingame Historical Society- 2024-5

“ammunity bascball has boen played in Buslingame
nce the st sandlat teasm Farmed on an centy

parved at Anita Road and Fenirenls Avenie, in

Agril 1911, A year lacer, it was played on a leased

ficld un Cypeess Avenue wad El Camino Real.

By July 1920, the Buslingame Athletic Club

played its firse game o the new Caralan Ficld
adjacent to Noeth Lane on the
castaidde of the milroad racks.

playingatthe [N
new ball fcld
(known s Whashington Park Field by 1932).
Burlingame architcet Emnest L. Norberg
designed the first wooden stands that over
time evolved into the covered grandstand we
il knwow today. In the carly 19705 and again in
T the 19905, th was compl

sty refurbished. As many stands are seplaced
with metal construction, Burlingame's

npitme Community Grinnt woeden grandstand is one of just 2

Society 2024-5. ‘handful still in existence in California.




Anoel Mills Easton s Bunltingame Raduway Company

Looking-at-Hillside-Drive-today;it’s-hard.to.imagine-Ansel. ~ Before.cars.became.commonplace, Easton’s.
M. Easton’s-battery-powered-trolley.laboring.up.-the steep- trolley-offered. a-way.for.commuters.to.connect.
grade.at.5-mph-to-promote-property-sales-of-his-parents™ with-Southern Pacific Railroad. or-United-
1,500-acre-estate-that-he'd-begun-to-subdivide.in-1905.-1 Railway’s-40-line-electric streetcar-near-
Broadway. During:its.five years.in-operation.
(1913-1918).home:sales.were.sluggish.and. the.
underpowered-trolley-was.more.likely-to.carry-
Sunday-picnickers. than-serious-homebuyers.-
Running-at-a-financial-loss, Easton replaced. the
service-with-Studebaker-buses.in.1918. With.
the.popularity.of.automobiles-in.the.1920s,
Easton’s.homesite-sales.increased.substantially.

Ansel-Mills.Easton:.y
Burlingame.Historical.Society

© Moulin Studios

Easton’s-trolley-terminated-at-the-brick-work.
shelter-and.park-located-at-Hillside-Circle-and-
Akhvarado-Avenue-(left).-1 The:first-of its-kind-on-the-WestCoast, -recharging-the.
: - 3 Photos-left-and.above-by-Gabriel-Mouling trolley’-119-storage-batteries-took-7-hours-overnight,-with-

b s : ; . " : o \§ a-j‘.576our-bo?sf-dzfﬂng»fbe-day.-6’, FSqfeef»oquro?wed-raii

ransfrom-California-Drive-to-Carmelita,-to-Cabrillo, to.
Panel. ﬁ nded. by_ City- ‘?f" 'Burlin game. Commun ity- Granty Hillside.Drive,with-terminus-at-Hillside. Circle.-1
cthe Burlinaome Historica Scisrpd 245, Photo-above:-Burlingame Historical-Society
g £y




The Many Lives of 990 Burlingame rfuvenue

I Built around 1907, and originally located at Primrose
Road and Bellevue Avenue, the structure at 990
Burlingame Avenue has served the Burlingame
community in many different capacities. Initially

The Burlingame Lions Club bas
spansored community events for decades,
many centered around the Lions Club

Community Hall and Washington Park.

0
Panel funded by City of Burlingame Community Grant
to the Burlingame Historical Society 2025-2026

sy Comavani
ety 2025

serving as a church, the property was purchased by the
City for $3,000 in 1912 for use as a Public Library. By
1930, voters approved funds for a new, larger library on
the site. The American Legion - Burlingame Post No.
163 successfully lobbied the City Council to purchase
the older structure for $1. The cost of moving the
building to Washington Park was covered by the SM

County Board of Supervisors. By the late 1970s,
the City repossessed the structure, leasing it to
the Lions Club for $1 a year, in exchange for

extensive renovations.

1n the 19305, ¥
Legion Post member 3
Ernest L. Norberg
offered his design
services gratis,
notably creating the
mission-style stucco
Jagade that
trangformed the
building design after
the move fo
Washington Park.
Photo c.1949:
Norton Pearl

Photograph




Old City #all and it Cupola

In 1914, prominent architect Charles Peter Weeks
designed a City Hall structure worthy of Burlingame’s
pride and ambitions. Located on the 200-block of Park
Road, the handsome red brick building, crowned with
a white cupola, housed the fire department, jail and
police station, as well as an assembly hall, and various
City offices. Today, only the cupola remains intact.

Old City Hall with cupola is seen (at
right), shortly after construction, and
twy-laden, as viewed from the US Post
Office steps in the 1960 (below).

n 1949, ?:“"’””;E"_ﬂ W“’Z” Construction began in In addition to the cupola,
;::Z’: ‘E';';‘ { :;;:;;:::,:/ f;o:?);:‘f;ff 1969 on a new City Hall preservationists were able to
Old City Hall. The neon Police ’ at 501 Primrose Road. save a few things: The bricks
Department sign is now part of the Some in the community that surround today's cupola
Burlingame Historical Sociely archives. : tried to save and and flower beds were salvaged
Lidvre Martobeal Bocpoerarn Colledi repurpose the 55-year-old City Hall, but from the original building.

others who favored increased parking,

Panel funded by City of Burlingame Community Grant e

to the Burlingame Historical Society 2025
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I 1914, prominent architect Charles Peter Wecks °
designed a City Hall structure worthy of Burlingame’s :
pride and ambitions. Located on the 200-block of Park
Road, the handsome red brick building, crowned with
« white cupala, houscd the fire department, jail and
police station, as well as an assembly hall, and various
City offices. Today, only the cupola remains intact.

Old City Hall with cupola i seen (at
right), shortly after comstrustion, and
Fuy-laden, as viewed fram the US Post
Offce seps i the 19605 (belors).

Tn addition to the copala,
In 1949, Governor Earl Warren : : nto
campaigned for reclection al the center of - 1969 on 4 new Cicy Hall w&mm'\x\m Hew
Sotur— the small sguare in front of the 2t 501 Primiose Road. <ave o few g The A
O/ City Hall, The neon P ’f’}z - e Some in the commuity t&\:; s;:::\ﬂ \06:?;&?&@&
Department sign is now part g T— : ol = o :
B %7 ie [ﬂ"i{urfmf Sociely arehives. tried to sa i N i g‘
iy repurpose the 55-year-old City Hall, bu bilding,

- Pear! Photography Collection wold !
g others who favored increased patking,

Punel finded by City of Burlingame Comminity Grant won the debate.

to the Burlingame Histori cal Society 2025
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Exhibit C

Howard Park and the Greytound Bus Depot

'The small, pie-shaped parcel at the junction of Howard and Highland Avenues at California Drive was named “Howard Park”

by the City in 1912- one of the oldest, and perhaps smallest parks in Burlingame. That same year, owner George Howard,

architect of the Burlingame Train Station, donated his plans for a large, ornate water fountain in the park, as

“Burlingame has no drinking place for man or beast...” In 1914 it was reported that fundraising was underway, Greyhound Service
though it is unclear if the fountain was ever realized. i 3isder
During the 1920s, several independent bus BURLINGAME

| companies, including Burlingame-based a1

| Peninsula Rapid Transit Co., were acquired SAN FRANCISCO
by San Francisco-based Pacific Greyhound ittty
Lines. In 1939, a Spanish-Eclectic style bus o ;
depot was erected on the property. It served
passengers of the bus line, as well as those

: waiting for the 40-line electric streetcar

| operating through Burlingame since 1903.

| In 1990, Greyhound Lines surrendered its
i AT lease with the City due to bankruptcy.

A 40-line streetcar at the Greyhound Depot in 1948. The streetcar ceased operations in

January 1949, having lost substantial business to both transit bus and train services.
i

GREYHOUN

Burlingame funded The Depot’s renovation in 1993 to
accommodate small classes and City functions, and later,
consumer retail. In 2005 Burlingame leased the space to a
longtime business —Sam’s Italian Sandwich Company.
The owners retired in 2020 after 47 years in business.

Panel funded by City of Burlingame Community Grant
to the Burlingame Historical Society 2026

A restored 1954 Greyhound
bus is shown (at right) in
1992 following the surrender
of Greyhound Lines’ lease.
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