
3.0  Land Use 

3-1

3.0  Land Use
This chapter describes the land uses, densities and development standards that will guide the development of  Downtown 
Burlingame. The purpose is to build upon the successes of  the already vibrant Burlingame Avenue commercial area and to put in 
place policies that will encourage continued success of  the entire Downtown area and its environs and promote land-uses that will 
enliven the area.

3.1  BACKGROUND 

3.2 DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA

Burlingame. 
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3.3.3 CHAPIN AVENUE AREA (CAC)

3.3.4 DONNELLY AVENUE AREA (DAC)

3.3.5 CALIFORNIA DRIVE AUTO ROW DISTRICT (CAR)

3.3.6 CALIFORNIA DRIVE MIXED USE DISTRICT (CMU)

3.3 PLANNING AREAS AND ZONING DISTRICTS

3.3.1 BURLINGAME AVENUE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (BAC) 

3.3.2 HOWARD AVENUE MIXED USE DISTRICT (HMU)
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3.3.7 MYRTLE ROAD MIXED USE AREA (MMU)

3.3.8 R-3 BASE DISTRICT

3.3.9 R-4 BASE DISTRICT

3.3.10 BAYSWATER MIXED USE AREA (BMU)

3.3.11 DOWNTOWN TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT 
OVERLAY (DTOD)
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3.4 LAND USE DESIGNATIONS
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3.4 LAND USE DESIGNATIONS
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3.4 LAND USE DESIGNATIONS
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3.4 LAND USE DESIGNATIONS
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3.4 LAND USE DESIGNATIONS

A
--

BAC BMU CAC CAR CMU DAC HMU MMU

-- -- -- -- -- -- --

-- -- -- -- -- -- --
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

A

Large
-- -- -- -- -- -- --

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- --



3.0  Land Use 

3-11

3.5 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS
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BAC BMU CAC CAR CMU DAC HMU MMU
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3.5.1 SPECIAL PERMITS

A. 

1. 

2. -

B. -
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3.5.2 DOWTOWN TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT OVERLAY (DTOD)

A. 

B. 

1. 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

2. 

i. 

ii. 
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3. 
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3.6 PARKING STANDARDS
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TABLE 3-3 � PARKING STANDARDS
 

 Land Use Designation Parking Requirement Within 
Downtown Parking Sector 

Parking Requirement Outside 
Downtown Parking Sector  

 Myrtle & Anita areas 

Parking Requirement          
Myrtle & Anita Areas 

1 Retail    

 Downtown Retail No parking required on ground 
floor 

1 space for each 400 square feet 

 

1 space for each 400 square feet 

 Corner Store Retail No parking required for ground 
floor 

One on-street space must be 
designated as short-term green curb 

zone 

One on-street space must be 
designated as short-term green curb 

zone 

 Personal Services, 

Business Services 

No parking required for ground 
floor 

1 space for each 400 square feet 

 

1 space for each 400 square feet 

 Restaurants No parking required for ground 
floor 

1 space for each 200 square feet 

 

1 space for each 200 square feet 

2 Residential 

(see Figure 3-4) 

Studio: 1 space/unit 

1 Bedroom: 1 space/unit 

2 Bedrooms: 1.5 spaces/unit 

3 or more bedroom units: 2 
spaces/unit 

Guest Parking: No parking required

Studio: 1 space/unit 

1 Bedroom: 1 space/unit 

2 Bedrooms: 1.5 spaces/unit 

3 or more bedroom units: 2 
spaces/unit 

Guest Parking: No parking required

Studio: 1 space/unit 

1 Bedroom: 1.5 space/unit 

2 Bedrooms: 2 spaces/unit 

3 or more bedroom units: 2 
spaces/unit 

Guest Parking: No parking required

3 Civic, Quasi-Civic, 
Cultural 

No parking required As determined by Community 
Development Director 

As determined by Community 
Development Director 

4 Office 1 space for each 300 square feet 1 space for each 300 square feet 1 space for each 300 square feet 

5 Service Commercial No parking required 1 space for each 400 square feet 

 

1 space for each 300 square feet 

6 Lodging/Hotel 1 space per guest room 

 

1 space per guest room 

 

N/A 





3.0  Land Use

-
-
-

-

-
-

-



will likely provide on-site parking in enclosed garage structures or under-

the project or detract from the pedestrian environment.  Ground level 
enclosed parking should be fronted or wrapped with actively occupied 
spaces such as storefronts and lobbies.  Access to parking shall be designed 
so that it is not prominent and ties into the adjacent architectural style.

additions should reinforce the historic pattern with heights and setbacks 
oriented to the many two- and three-story buildings.  Where neighboring 

should consider matching lower façades to those of  adjoining lower 

façade.

5.2.2.4 Myrtle Road Mixed Use Area

Mixed Use area offers an opportunity to create a niche district with 

should be encouraged to feature a blend of  both commercial and 
residential design features. Design features could include corrugated 

recycled "green" building materials.  Buildings may even draw inspiration 
from the style of  utilitarian buildings found in such mixed use districts 

respecting existing uses.
 

FIGURE 5-11: Design features such as corrugated metal roofs and sidings, simple 

maintain the existing varied character of  the Myrtle Road Mixed Use Area. 


